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LIMITED EDITION 2013 
Become part of racing history with a robust 316L 
stainless steel case, scratch-resistant sapphire crystal 
and water resistance up to lObar (100m / 330ft). 












Uddevalla in Sweden boasts this delectable site 
for GP riders to show-off their handling/scrubbing 
technique and Romain Febvre is one of the most 
stylish of the ‘new wave’. Here the French teenager 
gets gravity and his KTM the wrong way up and 
Ray Archer was there to snap it 

Photo by Ray Archer 
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Resurrection... 

It was hard to completely write him off. Even Val¬ 
entino Rossi believed a victory was still lurking in 
the ether, hence his reunion with the tuning fork 
logo. Assen re-opened the door and confirmed the 
Italian’s powerful and unlikely role as the underdog 
that everyone loves. Will the magic continue to last 
this weekend at Sachsenring? 

Photo by yamahainotogp.com / milagro 



















Tear-away... 

AMA motocross riders were clearly seizing this jump 
as a chance to clear their vision judging by the splin¬ 
tered ‘disco ball’ of tear-offs on the ground, but what 
most would have consequently seen in the 450MX class 
is Ryan Villopoto edging closer to another outdoor title. 
Five rounds to go in the USA 

Photo by Simon Cudby 
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Three-in-one... 

We had to squeeze this shot in somewhere be¬ 
cause it is absolutely brilliant. Somehow Ray 
Archer managed to get all three riders of the MX2 
Monster Energy Yamaha team in the same frame 
while at the Grand Prix of Sweden two weeks ago. 
Maxime Desprey in the foreground as Dean Ferris 
reaches for a tear-off behind Mel Pocock 

Photo by Ray Archer 
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In the hotly contested AMA Supercross Championship, Ryan Dungey and his KTM < 
what can be achieved with willpower and the right material. The accumulated racii 
into the factory bike is found in the genes of every KTM 450 SX-F. The state-of-th€ 
engine delivers explosive power - the robust, lightweight chassis and top quality s 
ensure perfect handling in every situation. Your complete package for victory. 
The new KTM 450 SX-F - as hot as Supercross! 
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READY TO RACE 


450 SX-F showed 
ig expertise packed 
‘-art, compact 450 cc 
suspension from WP 
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my GRAND PRIX OF LATVIA 

IHSl KEGUMS ■ JULY 7th ■ Rnd 11 of 17 


MX1 winner: Tony Cairoli, KTM 
MX2 winner: Jeffrey Herlings, KTM 



MXGP LATVIA/KEGU MS 















W ith six rounds and twelve motos of the FIM 
Motocross World Championship remain¬ 
ing the picture for the 2013 season is becoming 
increasingly about numbers. Records and stats 
come to the fore in a campaign where KTM have 
become even more dominant after sweeping rid¬ 
ers and manufacturers titles in 2012. We know 
now that Jeffrey Herlings has amassed 27 career 
successes before his nineteenth birthday to be¬ 
come Holland’s most decorated motocrosser in 
the sport. 

This achievement has been reached by eleven 
Grand Prix wins in a row across four continents 
this season and shows no sign of slowing. A 
twelfth in Finland this weekend will break Stefan 
Everts’ 2006 record haul. Importantly Herlings 
now has 139 points over team-mate Jordi Tixier 
and a second championship is becoming a for¬ 
mality. 

And in MX1? Cairoli pushed his career tally up to 
61 and stretched away from nearest title threat 
Gautier Paulin by 33 points - the gap now more 
than three motos at 82 - as some sort of retalia¬ 
tion or form of revenge for the Frenchman daring 
to beat the world champion at Maggiora; still 
the standout Grand Prix of 2013 so far. Cairoli 
claimed he still isn’t fully fit and hasn’t been 
able to train between races, making his form and 
condition across the brutal Kegums bumps even 
more impressive. 

Latvia might have been KTM’s most resolute 
Grand Prix. Only Clement Desalle (an eighth ros¬ 
trum appearance in a consistent but unremark¬ 
able season) broke into the six podium spots 
with his Rockstar Suzuki. It further embellished 
the strength of Mattighofen’s technology as Keg¬ 
ums was a throttle-heavy, chassis-bashing mix of 
sand and blast-holed hard-pack. 

With Cairoli and the re-focussed De Dycker (flush 
with confidence after his two year deal exten¬ 
sion) sharing moto wins the action attention 
drifted behind them again with Paulin’s astonish¬ 
ing charge from a first corner crash in the first 
moto to fifth position arguably the highlight of 
the day. 













MXGP LATVIA 




Evgeny Bobryshev (who picked up his second best 
finish of the season in the first moto before a rock 
holed his radiator in the second) flies through some of 
the sandy ruts and bumps of Kegums. The terrain was 
a different prospect compared to previous editions 






The Frenchman’s spotlight was whisked away by 
Tommy Searle in the second moto as the Brit 
produced another of his inexplicable comeback 
trawls, and was only denied a possible third posi¬ 
tion while sucking on Desalle’s exhaust fumes 
when a backmarker baulked the CLS Kawasaki in 
a tight right hander and led to a bike stall. Sear- 
le’s ability to find lines and passing spots - and 
outright speed - to carve through the top half of 
the MX1 leaderboard is hoisting the 23 year old 
as one of the special talents in this category. If 
the MX1 rookie could only sort his starts then the 
KTM axis right at the front would have more food 
for thought. 

Kegums was under the microscope fourteen 
months ahead of its role as host of the 68th 
Motocross of Nations. Extra sand had been im¬ 
ported into the facility in an effort to soften pro¬ 
ceedings and it increased the level of difficulty. 
Christophe Charlier, Glen Coldenhoff, Mel Pocock 
and Alex Lupino were just some of the MX2 
crash victims, and often in fast and spectacular 
style. Cairoli joked that even more sand would 
make it better for the visit of the world’s biggest 
motocross race next summer, in reference to his 
dominance at Lommel last September and the 
timely defeat of reigning champions Team USA. 

In truth Kegums is a capable site for the Nations 
with plenty of space and a ‘arena’ feeling thanks 
to the banking surrounding a flowing and quick 
layout littered with waves and some big jumps. 

It was shame that crowd figures felt lower than 
2012 for the GP and it seems implausible that 
Latvians and fans from nearby countries are sav¬ 
ing their pennies for 2014. After robust events in 
Brazil, France, Italy and a dependable attendance 
in Sweden (a country long denied a motorcycling 
hero in practically any discipline) Latvia was a 
little bit of a let down in terms of atmosphere but 
the bar has been lifted in 2013. 

There is hope that the first Finnish grand prix 
in thirteen years might be able to restore the 
elevated level of buzz around the series at the 
moment. 




THE KAWASAKI STAR CHATTED TO OTOR AN HOUR 
AFTER THE CHEQUERED FLAG IN LATVIA 


PAULIN TALKS: 

The last two races have not been a disaster 
but you’ve lost 33 points to Cairoli. How do 
you feel about the championship now? 

I mean, even before those races and in Mag- 
giora I told people I was going out to win those 
particular GPs and not have any strategy for 
the championship. For sure I prefer to be at the 
front but I had a few crashes in Sweden. There 
were some mistakes and also bad luck but the 
result was not bad and I had the best lap-time. 

I was happy. This weekend everyone could see 
that I am fit and fast on sand but that crash 
on the first corner of the first moto was pretty 
much the worst scenario you can have in mo- 
tocross! I was hit by Antonio’s wheels and that 
was it. I was pretty happy to come back to fifth, 
and because I was hit by two bikes in the ribs 
and didn’t get injured. I struggled a bit with my 
lines in the second moto. I should have made 
the podium but it will be mine next week. 

Some of the stuff you are doing on the bike is 
quite special; good to watch and very effec¬ 
tive. Are you reaching a peak or is there more 
to come? 

There is still some more to come because 
every weekend when I think I have reached my 
limit you actually see that there is no limit. You 
can always work and make things better. I am 
working every day for the way I am riding at 
the moment and I know this is not all there is. 

A couple of times last year you ran close with 
Pourcel and Cairoli and saw what was neces¬ 
sary to win MX1 GPs. This year that has been 
much more frequent. Are you learning a lot 
about how this guy has won four world cham¬ 
pionships? 

Every year you learn, especially every time 
you make a mistake. I don’t regret anything 
because I have the approach of giving my best 
every race. This season I am doing better and, 
as I said, I am not at any kind of limit. Maybe 
people can see with my style that sometimes 
it seems I am not even pushing enough and 
there are times when I wonder this myself. This 
is my best season and I’m always working on 
my goal to be better and better in the future. 


Your starts have improved. How much of that 
is down to the new rear suspension switch the 
team have developed? 

It is helping. It depends on the chassis, engine 
and the technique you have for the starts and 
there is a combination of factors that allow you 
to get near that holeshot. With the new sys¬ 
tem we have improved the bike and the team 
doesn’t stop working. It is the type of thing I 
am asking for and they have responded. Get¬ 
ting out front makes things so easy and a dif¬ 
ferent type of race. I like the system. 

That’s part of being a factory rider isn’t it? 

Yes, and we always need more help, whether it 
is budget or people behind us to make every¬ 
thing stronger and stronger. Since I came to 
the team I am doing a lot for them and they 
are giving it back. I am happy, the bike is 
strong and I am healthy; and that package can 
still progress. 












A sixth podium for Jose Butron in his 
best ever season...and it is no surprise 
that the Spaniard wants one more year 
in MX2 despite being linked with Icel for 
the factory Husqvarna MX1 seat in 2014. 
Butron also has options with Honda and 
his current KTM set-up for next year 
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Two runner-up positions in a row for De Dycker 
and the 29 year old proved he is still a relevant 
force in MX1 with a confident first moto victory 
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Desalle was frustrated by his third place at Sweden 
the previous week but was more content with his 
eighth trophy of 2013 at Kegums. Saturday had been a 
nightmare of set-up and confidence and any chance of 
the top three for the motos looked remote. He lies two 
Grand Prix behind Cairoli though with six remaining 



MXGP LATVIA 




Latvia was a strong Grand Prix for the 
Belgians and the first sandy outing for 
the series for three months. De Dycker 
sniffs an opportunity to make sure of a 
slot on the Team Belgian Motocross of 
Nations team... 




MXGP LATVIA 
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Max Nagl was filled-in for most of the 
Grand Prix and for the first moto it was 
mainly by his Honda team-mate as he 
hesitated to pass...the German was under 
the-weather and struggling physically in 
the second outing as the patience of the 
works HRC outfit starts to thin 
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Young Swiss Valentin Guillod conceded his 100% 
win record in the European EMX250 series to Jeremy 
Seewer at Kegums but second place means he keeps 
a ten point advantage in the GP feeder championship 









CLASSIFICATION & WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MX1 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Tony Cairoli, ITA 

KTM 

2 

Ken De Dycker, BEL 

KTM 

3 

Clement Desalle, BEL 

Suzuki 

4 

Gautier Paulin, FRA 

Kawasaki 

5 

Jeremy Van Horebeek, BEL 

Kawasaki 


MXl WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after u of 17 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Tony Cairoli 

514 

2 

Gautier Paulin 

432 

3 

Clement Desalle 

414 

4 

Ken De Dycker 

406 

5 

Kevin Strijbos 

327 


MX2 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Jeffrey Herlings, NED 

KTM 

2 

Jose Butron, SPA 

KTM 

3 

Jordi Tixier, FRA 

KTM 

4 

Petr Petrov, BUL 

Yamaha 

5 

Romain Febvre, FRA 

KTM 


MX2 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after u of n rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Jeffrey Herlings 

542 

2 

Jordi Tixier 

403 

3 

Jose Butron 

353 

4 

Christophe Charlier 

322 

5 

Glen Coldenhoff 

304 

















































MXGP LATVIA 


With rumours surrounding his future for 2014 
Belgian MX1 rookie Joel Roelants churned out a 
performance that offered some encouragement 
after a tough and unlucky 2013 season so far. 
The 2012 Latvian GP winner in MX2 went 15-9 
after coming back from a first corner crash 
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KTM250EHB-F 


Go to the limit battle your doubts and overcome them. When the slope is steeper and 


tougher than ever before, get used to it and keep riding 


With your KTM 250 EXC-F you’ll find your way. The new state-of-the art DOHC engine 


delivers a lot more torque, even at lower revs, and defines the benchmark of its 


t to imitate the illustrated riding scenes, always wear protective clothing and observe the applicable provisions of the road traffic regulations! 

may vary in selected details from the production models and some illustrations feature optional equipment available at additional cost. Photos: R. Schedl, H. Mitterbauer 
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TALKY TIME... 

By Adam Wheeler 


I t has been the year of talk. After the ideas, 
proposals and opinions surrounding how FIM 
Grand Prix motocross can tackle the next dec¬ 
ade the paddock was finally able to accelerate 
the customary process of negotiations and deal¬ 
making for the coming season. 

Under the crackling power cables of the Kegums 
paddock ‘moves’ were taking place after emails, 
figures, agreements and then denials had built 
up over the previous two weeks. With the pa¬ 
rameters set - ‘MXGP’ + MX2 and the 23 age 
limit for the latter as well as dominant cham¬ 
pion Jeffrey Herlings committed to another MX2 
term - teams and brands can finally complete 
their strategies and financial balance for the 
next campaign. 

This period of the racing year is normally a 
little confusing. The hardcore dealings usually 
take place away from the track (and in separate 
meetings if the focus is for a premier rider) but 
it is inside the paddock when people can look 
each other in the eye and can also bring final 
paperwork to be completed behind a closed 
door in the living area. 

Often you can see who becomes easily unsettled 
(step forward Mr Butron in Sweden) in these 
moments when options have to be considered 
or a rider has to suddenly become far more 
proactive with his profile to court a better set of 
employment circumstances. With representa¬ 
tives and key sponsors also getting involved it 
can be a complicated process. 

The role of sponsors and other companies in 
Grand Prix should not be understated. With Tony 
Cairoli and Jeffrey Herlings flying the flag for 
Red Bull and currently looking invincible then 
the likes of Monster Energy and Rockstar Energy 
need to find solutions how best to tackle the 
Austrian-Sicilian-Dutch behemoth. 



The premier league football club-style of chuck¬ 
ing money at the problem is one quick fix but 
you only have to look at the bad luck experi¬ 
enced by the likes of Yamaha over the past two 
years to know there is rarely a sure thing in 
motocross or motorsports generally. 

“Big signings and big money 
but there is rarely a ‘sure 
thing’ in motocross and 
motorsport generally...” 

The final destinations of Clement Desalle and 
Tommy Searle look to be factors that will decide 
the line-ups and potential colours of certain 
teams for the ‘MXGP’ class. Desalle is a proven 
title contender who has stilted a little with Suzu¬ 
ki this season while Searle, for the second year 
in a row and at the age of just 24, finds himself 
as one of the hottest properties for factories. 

The door is closed at Honda (contracted and 
full) and seemingly the works Kawasaki squad 
and Husqvarna Icel avenues are blocked. Searle 
could stay put and in Monster colours with 
CLS/Pro Circuit or become a major statement 
for Yamaha (thus also Monster). Desalle could 
choose the undesirable option of being no.2 to 
Paulin at KRT or remain as Suzuki’s top dog. 

Decisions could be made as you read this and 
the higher echelons of the paddock can then be 
worked out when these big cheeses find their 
toast, and fast riders like Boog, Goncalves, Strij- 
bos, Simpson, Van Horebeek, Roelants, and Fer¬ 
ris can seek homes from a narrow crop. Add to 
the mix the marketability riders bring to an op¬ 
eration (and also what they can literally contrib¬ 
ute from their own sponsorship activities) and 
their ages, wages and potential and you have yet 
more variables for what is already a crucial and 
unpredictable phase of Grand Prix racing. 
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MX2 TO MXGP: JAKE NICHOLLS 


By Adam Wheeler, Photos By Ray 


J ake Nicholls is a Grand Prix stalwart at 
the age of 23. The Brit has been a con¬ 
stant presence in the FIM Motocross World 
Championship since 2007 and developed to 
the point where he was able to taste his first 
podium champagne in 2013. Now he faces the 
forced leap into MX1/MXGP for 2014 due to 
the number of years he has accumulated on 
the planet. After wringing the neck of a 250cc 
four-stroke for almost a decade is he ready 
for the challenge of the bigger bike and an 
even tougher level of competition? 




On his slow-burn development in Grand Prix... 

I think I am one of the only twenty three year 
old riders in the class now and I’m been riding 
full-time in Grand Prix since 2007 and wild- 
carding since the previous year. The positive 
thing is that I never really go backwards. That’s 
why the start of this season was a bit tough 
for me because I feel I went back a bit with my 
consistency. I’ve had a few crashes and prob¬ 
lems with the bike and that has been difficult 
to take because normally I keep on making 
progress. Every year I have just notched up 
a little more and it is never in big steps but I 
think this stems from how many injuries I had 
when I was younger. I didn’t become scared 
of racing but I learned how to assess things. I 
became more of a thinker and didn’t take risks. 
I think I developed a bit slower because of this. 


On never hogging the spotlight for British 
motocross... 

After seven years it is quite nice to be the guy 
that has always been there. Sometimes it is 
frustrating to feel that I am ‘behind the scenes’ 
a little bit while others have just come in and 
lit the world-up right away. At the same time 
I’m happy with how I have built it up. From the 
perspective of riding a 450 I believe people 
might think ‘well, he’s not a wild-child on a 
back’ and that I might suit the bike. I think that 
[being out of the limelight] has done me the 
world of good. I have always been under the 
radar, initially with Stephen [Sword] because 
he was my team-mate and I was chasing him 
at GPs but then with Shaun [Simpson] and 
Tommy [Searle] coming through. 


Feature 









I learnt a lot from Stephen. It does appear that 
I have been pushed aside a bit, but I must say 
that I wouldn’t change that. I feel like I am the 
strongest MX2 rider in Britain at the moment. 


a bit now. In 2008 I had internal injuries and 
from that point on I changed how I trained and 
lost some more weight. I ‘grew up in my head’ 
and because I trained so hard to comeback 
from that injury I had a lot of confidence and 
straight away I started climbing up and have 
been on the ladder ever since. I think that 
2008 injury was the turning point and learning 
that working really hard was the only way for¬ 
ward. I couldn’t come flying in and take risks 
on the bike because that was when I got hurt. 


On avoiding injuries for the last few years and 
the aspect that helped most with his pro¬ 
gress... 

Yeah, maturity. I had a lot of injuries before I 
even started on a big bike. At the end of 2007 
I badly broke my arm and it still affects me 
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MX2 TO MXGP: JAKE NICHOLLS 



PLAY 


On a period towards the end of the decade 
where the doubt was creeping in... 

It was a bit like that [wondering if he would 
make the grade]. It was a tough time and my 
Dad was financially backing me at the time 
and I really didn’t like that. In 2007, at the last 
minute, one of the team sponsors pulled out 
and they needed help from my Dad. I hated 
that. I was then injured and it was a case of be¬ 
ing supported, but not doing the job or deliver¬ 
ing. It got to the point where I said I would give 
myself two years to make a go of it and if it 
wasn’t working and I wasn’t getting the results 
then I’d step out of it. I think the combination 
of coming back from the injuries, setting my¬ 
self that hard deadline of at least getting a free 
ride for the next year or I wouldn’t be doing 
Grand Prix and then growing up helped me to 
crack on. I had a few good rides around that 
time but there was a period where I wondered 
if I’d ever be up to it. I worked hard and al¬ 
ways had the philosophy of ‘see where you can 
get’...and it is still like that really. 

On the prospect of leaving MX2 and whether 
it is unsettling or motivating... 

Motivating actually. I’m looking forward to the 
challenge because I know that MX1 is such a 
hard class and I won’t have any pressure going 
in. I am quite sure I can do well on a big bike 
anyway but even on those days where it might 
not go well it won’t be this huge drama like it 
would be in MX2. In one way moving out of 
MX2 is frustrating because I know another year 


could have been very good for me but then I 
have been riding a 250 for nine years now and 
it is difficult for me to be at this weight! I have 
to be strict with my diet and that’s a sacrifice 
most athletes have to take but it gets tough 
for me at times. I’ll be a rookie next year but 
I will have eight seasons of experience in GPs 
and that counts for a lot and might be more 
than some of the people in that class anyway. 
I’m really looking forward to it and I don’t want 
to go there to make up the numbers. I’m a big 
guy and quite strong and I feel like I can ride a 
450 quite well. 

On whether landing an MX1/MXGP contract 
will be a more complicated process... 

I think so. By this time last year I was signed 
up and in a very good situation with two or 
three more seasons experience than any¬ 
one else in MX2 and coming off a good 2012 
season. Now I am the opposite: an unproven 
quantity in a very difficult class. There are a 
couple of people moving about and financially 
I don’t know if I will be better or worse off. The 
difference is that if you don’t get a good team 
and a good bike in MX2 then it can be a dis¬ 
aster whereas with the 450 people can’t really 
use the power that well anyway. It is about 
making the bike easier to ride which is simpler 
and cheaper for a team compared to needing 
to make a 250 as fast as possible. It is a tough 
situation but I hope someone can give me a 
chance and I will make the best of it. 
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“You still need to hang-it-out on a ' 
450 and I’m a strong lad; I know the 
bike will dSt get away from me:.." 



On prioritising Grand Prix participation when 
there are now career opportunities in other 
national series... 

There are three options for me. The first is to 
ride Grands Prix and that is top of my list and 
where I want to be. I don’t want to leave Eu¬ 
rope and I’d actually like to move back home 
because I am in Belgium at the moment. 

Grand Prix is what I have always looked up to. 

I never wanted to be an AMA Champion, just a 
world champion. I must say that I’d like to try 
an American outdoor season just once. I don’t 
want to do supercross, ever, I just don’t want 
to take the risks with learning. I’d love to be 
able to do it but through talking to people like 
Ben Townley I would not be prepared to take 
those risks. The chances of doing an outdoors 
season without a supercross deal is minimal, 
almost zero, so it is not really a viable second 
option. The third path would be to do the Brit¬ 
ish series’ alongside another job. I don’t want 
to move to Canada or Australia because I’m 
a home-boy. I live a seven-hour drive away. It 
is Grand Prix for me; I really like the fact that 
I can travel the world with my bike and to go 
to these exotic countries to race. Grand Prix is 
eighteen rounds now - a full-on series - and 
it is hard work. It is like a long Tour de France, 
you have to race and recover and be in the 
best shape possible for the next step. I like 
that it is about a battle of the fittest, who can 
avoid the injuries or who can bounce back 
from injury just as much as who is the best. 

On his main attribute and strength as a rider.. 

Determination. I’m quite a gritty person and 
I get that from my mother! Also Mark Cham¬ 
berlain [MVRD Team] helped me with that. I 
remember in my first year in Grands Prix and 
the first GP I qualified for was in Portugal. In 
the second race my fuel was bubbling in the 
heat and I pulled out after ten-fifteen minutes 
because the bike was spluttering and it was 
dangerous. I was in the shower and he came 
into truck and basically dragged me out and 


said that if I ever pulled out of a race again - 
unless the bike stops dead - then he’d beat the 
shit out of me! It was the best thing that any¬ 
one ever did to me. I was pissed off with him 
at the time but then it dawned on me that he 
was right. If I had carried on then I would have 
taken my first GP points because it was so hot 
that only 19 riders finished. As it was I had 
to wait another five rounds. I came to under¬ 
stand that no matter what happens never stop 
because it would mean having to sit and wait 
for the race to finish and it would be 5, 10, 15, 
20 minutes less training and riding compared 
to everybody else, and that eats me alive. If I 
know that somebody else is doing more than 
me then it drives me mad. Hard work can 
bring a result and I really believe that. If I start 
something then I’ll finish it...and my passion is 
motocross. I learnt that people respected the 
fact I wouldn’t give up, even if my handlebar 
was hanging down and I had no clutch lever. 
You get ‘something’ out of every race, even if 
sometimes it isn’t a point or a trophy. 

On what he could offer in the MXGP category 
next year... 

With a 250 you have to ride it differently and 
the few times I’ve taken a 450 out recently I’ve 
felt that I can relax a bit more and it all hap¬ 
pens a bit slower. I can take my time and I’m 
a strong lad; I know the bike will not get away 
from me. I think I can learn a lot now on a 450 
because of that different style. As I said I am a 
little bit of a slower learner with some things 
and I think that approach will work on a 450 
because on a 250F you need to take risks to 
get anywhere. You still need to hang-it-out on 
a 450 and I know I will have tough days and 
tough weeks, especially to start with, but the 
attitude I have and the willingness to learn will 
help. 

I will only be 24 next year and it will be good 
to get even stronger and try to stay as healthy 
as possible. If I can make the progression like I 
did on the 250 then it will be cool. 
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That’s it...round seven of the American moto- 
cross series is in the books and we got some 
clarity in one class and more confusion in the 
other. 

Thanks to Red Bull KTM’s Ryan Dungey’s 
stall and subsequent DNF in the first moto at 
the famed RedBud facility (the KTM 450 just 
wouldn’t fire for Ryan once he stalled it and ac¬ 
cording to team manager Roger Decoster the 
bike did relight once back in the pits) Monster 
Energy Kawasaki’s Ryan Villopoto was able to put 
30 points on Dungey in the title chase with five 
rounds to go in the 450MX contest. And in the 
250’s...nothing was decided. 

Before we go any further, first a primer. There’s 
no doubt that the Redbud track, atmosphere 
and fans are second to none on the American 
calendar. Held around America’s Independence 
Day holiday weekend, the venue attracts people 
that seem to be there for two things: the rac¬ 
ing and the drinking. And not necessarily in that 
order. The teams and riders all like going and 
although there are plenty of great races in the 12 
that grace the series, RedBud is right up there no 
matter who you ask. 

Although a few changes to the track were met 
with indifference by some riders there was still 
the famed Larocco’s Leap triple jump up the 
hill, the sand rollers were there as was ‘the wall’ 
which is a spectacular high berm at the end of 
an uphill where the riders are ‘on it’. The dirt was 
churned up nice, watered and I imagine practice 
was exactly like riding on a chewy chocolate chip 
cookie. 

Back to the 450MX class...After two losses in a 
row to Dungey, Villopoto was looking to re-es¬ 
tablish himself as the top guy. Some suspension 
testing at his home in Florida before last week’s 
race in Southwick seemed to do the trick and 
propelled the Kawasaki kid to yet another win. In 
the first moto RV didn’t get the start he needed 
(he didn’t get the start in either moto, perhaps 
the only thing that didn’t go his way) but quickly 
sliced through the pack passing both Dungey 
and leader Josh Grant on the JGR Yamaha. 




At one point in the moto Villopoto was lapping 
three seconds faster than anyone else and he 
was making them look silly. It was a runaway 
win for Villopoto, second was James Stewart and 
third was the impressive-if-only-for-this-weekend 
Josh Grant. And there was Dungey, on the side 
of the track with a KTM that wouldn’t start. 

In the second moto Villopoto once again passed 
Dungey and early leader Stewart to grab the lead 
around halfway. Only this time, he didn’t turn 
the jet packs on. No Dungey did have an answer 
for him and Stewart as well. All three riders got 
into a train and took off. Stewart was having his 
best race in a long time, much to the relief of his 


Yoshimura Suzuki team. 

The three riders were putting on a show when 
late in the race Dungey inexplicitly dropped his 
front end into a rut and went over the bars while 
going up a hill. He was bruised and battered but 
managed to hold onto third in the moto and 11th 
overall on the day. 

But it was Villopoto going 1-1 and Stewart going 
2-2 that were the big winners at Redbud. Villo- 
poto’s been the fastest rider from start to finish 
this summer and now with almost a lead of two 
motos in the points, he looks to be able to bring 
it home for his second career 450MX title. 

In 250MX it was Red Bull KTM’s Kenny Roc- 
zen trading moto scores with GEICO Honda’s 
Eli Tomac but Roczen’s second moto win was 
enough to get the overall. As we’ve been writ¬ 
ing in this space before, the series is coming 
down to whether or not Tomac can get a start. 
We’re not saying he can beat Roczen if he does 
but at least there would be a battle. For all their 
moto wins this summer, both Roczen and Tomac 
haven’t really fought it out so far. One rider gets 
out front and takes off while the other sorts out 
his problems. 

Roczen’s been incredibly consistent this summer, 
always out front and always able to position him¬ 
self to be in a good spot to win. If he has a rough 
moto he makes sure it stays at one. Tomac has 
been up and down but sooner or later the charg¬ 
ing through the pack is going to cost him. It’s a 
tough edge to balance on, no doubt about it. 
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Roczen is chased by Tomac (who confirmed 
his services with Geico Honda for another 
season) as the German and American take 
their supercross title duel outside 


# 






At one point in the series it seemed to be up 
for grabs as Roczen’s team-mate Marvin Mus- 
quin rattled off a couple of wins and there was 
always defending champion Blake Baggett in 
the mix. However, the last two races have seen 
Tomac and Roczen rise up and the others have 
failed to match. Musquin is forty-five points off 
Tomac after seven races, Baggett even further 
back. It seems that although it’s taken a bit 
of time to iron out, the German former world 
champion and the American 250SX champion 
are going to fight this out with each other and 
no interference from anyone else. 


So it’s a much-needed week off for the series 
and then the scenic Washougal circuit, the 
hot and humid Millville followed by rough and 
tough Unadilla before another break and the 
final two rounds. For Villopoto he gets to play it 
safe and have the points situation in the back 
of his mind if push comes to shove. And in the 
250’s, well, it’s all-out war right now. 
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READY TO RACE 


Latest 4GS Closed Cartridge Fork 
CNC machined triple clamp 
Eadusive Sis Days Look ^ - 

...and many more extras. 


Six days of pain, rocks, dirt and hardship that demand every last 
b|! 7 bit from man and machine. That’s exactly what the KTM SIX DAYS 
^ models are created for: with revised 4CS closed cartridge fork, 
j CNC-machined triple clamps, Supersprox two-component sprocket, 

/ carbon exhaust protector for all two-stroke models and a dozen other 
' high tech features for this professional outfit. 

The total package for the toughest fight of the year. 
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illustrated riding scenes, always wear protective clothing and 
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WHAT’S UP WITH CHAD...? 

By Steve Matthes 


I f you look back in the 450MX pack then a Moto 
icon is banging bars with some unlikely riders. 
Chad Reed is one of the greatest of all-time. His 
legacy is secured in the sport no doubt about it 
but it’s very strange to see him as just, well, just 
another ‘guy out on the track’. Supercross wasn’t 
easy either, it’s a bizarre thing to witness the ‘22’ 
just circulating each and every week. What kind 
of world are we living in where Chad ‘effing’ Reed 
is sixteenth in the standings having raced every 
single round? 


The kid from Kurri, Kurri has turned from some¬ 
one that was looked upon as a threat to the 
American hero that was Ricky Carmichael to now 
someone in the paddock who’s got the respect 
of everyone and whose autograph line is prob¬ 
ably the longest each weekend. The starts haven’t 
been there much and when they are, like at 
Budds Creek, he’s quickly shuffled to the back. 

“At the end of the day your reputation is on the 
line and it’s not fun. I’ve gotten my monies worth 
out of paying to go race the nationals because 
I’ve hit every bump out on the track every lap”. 


For his part Reed says he’s battling some sort of 
illness that has prevented him from being at his 
best. He’s not saying what it is...but he is saying 
that if he wasn't the owner of his own team he'd 
probably be on the sidelines. 


When asked about his bike, it’s no secret that 
the new 2013 Honda and Reed haven’t, at times, 
gelled. He refuses to go there though; he’s not 
putting the blame on anyone but himself and this 
mysterious illness. 


“If I’m getting paid and I know what I know, you 
take the time off and work on it at home. What I 
have going on, I should be on the couch not rid¬ 
ing or training” Reed tells Motoonline.com from 
the airport on his way to round seven of the Lucas 
Oil Pro Motocross Championships at Redbud “I 
have some things that need attention and love 
and when you have your own time and space and 
not worrying about racing or being able to take 
time off, you can just chip away at it but I’m not 
that lucky.” 

This has to be tough on the #22 right? When 
you’ve won as much as Reed has, riding around 
in the back of the pack and getting lapped can’t 
be much fun and to this, Reed takes it a step fur¬ 
ther as he uses the word that’s raw: 
“Embarrassing. It’s embarrassing for me. It’s 
not what I expect of myself. My position is what 
makes it tough. As much as you want an over¬ 
night fix, there’s things that can’t be,” says Reed. 
“2013 is the year where I learn patience; it’s been 
a frustrating year for me all around. There’s al¬ 
ways a chance I can still turn it around. Southwick 
was my best finish of the year and it’s hard to get 
excited for a seventh but my team was.” 


“My bike’s horrible because I’m riding it horrible, 
it’s just a chain effect” says the honest-to-a-fault 
Reed. “It hasn’t been fun at all, riding around out¬ 
side the top ten, sometimes twenty is horrible.” 

Some think he should hang it up but there's no 
quit in Reed. He’ll be back in 2014 (on what color 
we’re not sure, his Honda deal is up and there 
is a chance he rides another brand) and with a 
full offseason to work on his craft he's hoping 
to come into the season on a much better note. 
When I spoke to Reed in November of last year, 
his knee was better but he seemed to have more 
interest in driving go-karts than pounding through 
whoops. This fall, I’m betting that will change. 
Being the optimist that he is, Reed sees a silver 
lining in this summer's struggles: “We’ll come out 
of this better, we’ve been throwing things at the 
bike in racing situations and it's been getting bet¬ 
ter. And I think I’m getting better, it’s not massive 
improvements but it's there.” 

Kudos for Reed for looking on the bright side and 
o matter what it is or what happens- it’s been 
weird. I’ll say that much... 
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MOTO VISION 

Summer has never been this caoL 
Available at the brightest dealers in the country. 
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By Adam Wheeler, Photos By Ray Archer/Leatt 

I t might seem like we harp on about neck 
protection a lot in OTOR but it is simply 
because the work and findings of people like 
Leatt and Alpinestars makes for a convincing 
argument. We’ve been to the facilities of both 
companies and hopefully have shed some light 
on why motorcycle riders and racers are better 
off considering a brace in accompaniment to 
their lid and torso-wear. 


As we’ve hinted at previously, a dedicated 
group of doctors and engineers like those at 
Leatt are fighting a battle of attitude and phi¬ 
losophy in motorcycling. It would seem that 
the uphill path of education is being firmly 
trodden by the South Africans and their neck- 
protection peers, and word is spreading if the 
depth of investment that Alpinestars have put 
into their new Bionic brace is anything to go 
by. 

Some time with Dr Chris Leatt was persuasive 
and illuminating even if neck protection still 
lacks the magical safety standard stamp that 
would justify further some of the vast research 
done by like-minded firms. Neck protection is 
a belief and an ideal. While athletes like MX2 
World Champion Jeffrey Herlings, AMA stars 
Trey Canard, Dean Wilson, Ryan Villopoto, Jus¬ 
tin Barcia and Dakar champion Cyril Despres 
subscribe to it, others like MX1 number one 
Tony Cairoli and AMA champ Ryan Dungey do 
not. There is scepticism and there are doubts 
and with the help of Leatt we were able to ex¬ 
amine some of the myths that still linger... 
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“The spinal cord 
of tooth paste in 


has the consistency 
a plastic bag...” 



Chris Leatt (pictured left): “Like it or not neck 
injuries occur and depending on what sport 
you perform then there are statistics to sup¬ 
port that. Between 2001 and 2005 in AMA 
Motocross and Supercross 7% of injuries were 
to the cervical spine, so they do happen. We 
believe we have shown and continue to show 
to the public via the White Paper and the 
website, testing etc that the brace does reduce 
neck injuries and the chances of a neck injury. 
You make your own mind up if it is necessary. 
Phil Davy, General Manager, Leatt: “People re¬ 
cover from knee injuries much easier than they 
do from those to the neck but people wear 
knee braces all the time.” 

Leatt: “The spinal cord has consistency of 
tooth paste in a plastic bag.” 

Davy: “I believe it was a recent RacerX survey 
where 43% of the people asked did not use 
any kind of neck protection. Some of those 
people with neck protection were using the 
foam race collars, which we found out in the 
laboratory do more harm than good.” 


Leatt: “A brace works through ALP - Alterna¬ 
tive load path technology. Bruising on the 
neckline or shoulder is proof of load redistribu¬ 
tion. Unfortunately there is still no established 
safety standard for neck protection...but it is 
coming. The SFI organisation is working on 
a standard right now but it is a very difficult 
subject because there are literally thousands 
of types of crashes whereas there are basically 
just three when it comes to an automotive 
neck brace.” 

Davy: “We are constantly looking for feedback 
and have had 150 reports and testimonies via 
the official website in the last six months of 
2012 .” 

Leatt: “We have long, hard healthy debates 
about things. We have a testimonial section on 
the website where we encourage people who 
have had an injury or feel like they could have 
been in a position to experience one - a bro¬ 
ken helmet or brace - to let us know and we 
follow the cases through simulation and tests. 

It is about keeping honest.” 
























NECK BRACE MYTHS 
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NECK BRACES BREAK COLLARBONES 
AND BACK BONES 


Leatt: “A few points on collarbones. There are 
three ways to break them: a fall onto the shoul¬ 
der, an outstretched arm fall and the helmet 
striking the bone. The helmet striking the 
bone is probably the least common. Unofficial 
statistics through interviewing AMA doctors 
highlight that there has been no noticeable de¬ 
crease or increase in broken collarbones after 
the introduction of the brace.” 

Davy: “We cannot get hard, confirmed data be¬ 
cause they are so protective but from what we 
have seen there have been no variation in col¬ 
larbone breaks in AMA racing since the brace 
came on the scene.” 

Leatt: “Just look at the collarbone injury. If the 
brace were to break collarbones then it would 
be an inward fracture compared to the vast 
majority, which are outwards. If you fall on 
your left shoulder and you break your collar¬ 
bone then on which side is the break? If it due 
to the brace then it would be your right col¬ 
larbone even though you fell on your left sim¬ 


ply because the impact would have forced the 
head to the right and the helmet would have 
pushed onto the brace and the brace onto the 
bone causing an inward fracture.” 

Leatt: “Collarbone injuries are fifty times 
more likely than a neck injury. If you have a 
big crash and the brace has a broken strut 
then there is a good chance it saved a neck 
injury. Typically the vast majority of paralysis 
is around three vertebrae: T5, 6, 7. People say 
the brace break thorax bones but we made 
our own tests and safety standards say 9000 
neurons is required but we use just 300 and 
30kg to break the strut, which is nothing and 
you can do it with your hands.” 

Davy: “Every Leatt brace has that fracture 
point.” 

Leatt: “We did tech scans and university tests 
for pressure points and the results show it is 
on the muscles of the sternum and either side 
of spine. There is no pressure on the bones.” 




IT CAN BE COPIED, SO WHY NOT 
BUY A CHEAP VERSION? 


Leatt: “There are white papers with the whole 
recipe for the brace. We are open about what 
it can do. Yes, it can be copied but we hope to 
put a stop to that soon.” 

Davy: “If you decide to wear a neck brace then 
you have to do your homework. Go and look 
at all the other manufacturers and ask them 
where their test results are. Ask if their brace 
is effective in reducing forces and do they un¬ 
derstand enough about their product to know 
what the limitations are. Our strut breaks with 
50 times less force than required by the CE 
standard for a back protector. Does another 
brand even know their rate?” 

Leatt: “I wont put the product on the market if 
I wouldn’t put it on my own son and a philoso¬ 
phy like that makes you think long and hard 


about the safety ramifications. The people that 
are working on this are passionate for it.” 

Leatt: “We had to start from scratch and it took 
a lot of effort to understand. Years have gone 
into it and using a FEA model to work out at 
what point the brace has to fracture. Competi¬ 
tors have looked at the silhouette of the brace 
and thought ‘we can do the same’ but the truth 
is that it’s simply not built the same way.” 

Davy: “There is no safety standard for braces 
and most wouldn’t even pass. We would be the 
biggest beneficiaries. We are desperate for it”. 
Leatt: “We are not anti-competition. It keeps 
up standards and improves protection: that is 
why we got into this but most people do not 
do the tests and don’t know their own product. 
The results can be quite worrying.” 
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NECK BRACE MYTHS 



A NECK BRACE IS TOO HEAVY, 
TOO RESTRICTIVE... 


Leatt: “We are talking somewhere between 
600-800 grams. Is that too heavy? The rider 
has to make a decision. If you are really con¬ 
cerned about weight then I challenge you to 
wear a Pro carbon brace tell me whether you 
notice you have it on after ten minutes of rid¬ 
ing. You literally don’t know it is there.” 

Davy: “Too much range of motion is actually 
what we are trying to stop! Neck brace tech¬ 
nology works and that’s our message, irrespec¬ 
tive of the brand. We listen closely to what the 
public has to say. I look at the forums and it is 
frustrating to see the negativity sometimes but 
that is a good way to learn people’s concerns: 
what they don’t like and why aren’t they wear¬ 
ing protection to begin with. It helps answer 
some of our questions. It led to our Street Talk 
video series.” 

Leatt: “Too restrictive? Look at the list of 
champions and world champions in various 
disciplines that wear the brace...80% of riders 
at the last Dakar used one.” 

Davy: “What is important to remember is that 
the gap between brace and helmet is key. The 
brace has to be correctly fitted so that contact 
is instant and the ALP works. Take your helmet 
with you when trying a brace.” 

Leatt: “The road racing brace - the RR - is 
another challenge. I think it has been one of 
the most difficult products to produce. There 
is a non-negotiable component to the RR and 
it is based around being rigid and the profile 
has to be a certain shape. The range of space 


between the helmet and the brace needs to be 
safe and effective. If you take all these ele¬ 
ments for a concept like the RR and also try to 
make it useable then it is very difficult. There 
are many constraints on the design and you 
can put one version on ten riders who say ‘yes, 
it’s OK I can ride with it’ but then the eleventh 
says ‘no, it’s useless’ then you have to go back 
to the drawing board. I cannot even count how 
many alterations we made to that brace but I 
think we are very close now. One thing we have 
decided is that if you put a brace on a young 
rider - one who is fourteen and grass tracking 
say - who is new to the sport then you won’t 
have to re-convince him as he gets older. Try 
putting the same thing on a fifty year old and 
it is a completely different sell. He’ll say “I can 
feel the brace” and you have to say “well if 
you don’t feel it then it is not going to work”. 
We know that we are not going to convince 
everybody with the RR and if we wanted to try 
and do that then we’ll never get a product onto 
the market. If we can brace 70% of the people 
we’d like to brace then that is 70% more with 
some protection out there.” 

Davy: “Our sales have never declined - that’s 
worldwide - there has never been a dip. I have 
to say that one of the very positive things is 
that we get 2-3, sometimes 10, ‘thank you’ 
letter testimonials a week. So much so that 
we struggle to keep up with them. That really 
drives you forward.” 
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STEFAN BRADL 



STEFAN BRADL CHATS MotoGP, MOTIVATION, 
NATIONALITIES AND DIRTY FOOTBALL 


By Adam Wheeler, Portraits by Juan Pablo Acevedo, Action by Honda Pro images 



S tefan Bradl is sweating...and it’s not on his 
current deal with HRC and the LCR team 
or his position as Germany’s lead name in road 
racing but rather from the 30 degree heat at 
the Montmelo circuit just outside of Barcelona. 
The 23 year old 2011 Moto2 World Champ is 
foraging through a second season in MotoGP 
where he is fighting for recognition outside of 
the Spanish superpowers in the official Honda 
set-up. Bradl’s status as sole rider for LCR 
seems quite apt for his general circumstances 
in battling larger forces and trying to bolster a 
series in his native country at the same time. 
He is modest describing his efforts in the 
rider’s football match that has just taken place 


earlier that day in the Camp Nou and home of 
FC Barcelona and direct-to-the-point through 
the ten minutes we spend chatting in an of¬ 
fice of the LCR hospitality. It is clear that Bradl 
is another one of those young, conservative 
athletes who has had to cope with attention in 
a sport that continually sees the average age 
of its stars dropping lower. The family name of¬ 
fered the cliched situation of both helping-and- 
hindering but Bradl is almost an old hand at 
the Grand Prix game now with five full seasons 
of experience, seven wins and more than 110 
appearances already behind him. 



PLAY 




Let’s talk about progress and pressure... 

Of course in MotoGP the pressure is always 
there because people are expecting something. 
You are in the highest class of motorcycle rac¬ 
ing. I can manage it quite well but expectations 
this year have been higher because I have 
more experience. My own expectations have 
been higher also but with the changes around 
the paddock such as Valentino going back to 
Yamaha and Marc coming into the class I think 
the challenge is probably even bigger than 
last year. I think it is not that easy to climb the 
podium. I think people respect what we are 
doing. There is a level of respect among rid¬ 
ers that is quite good. I think the team and I 
know what we can do and what is possible for 
us to achieve. We have to focus on our work 
to progress and do the job on the track. There 
are always rumours that ‘now he must make a 
podium’ but I don’t care... 




Is that expectation totally fair because you are 
still young and learning...? 

That is the world now. It is so fast. Things like 
social media...it is moving so quickly and less 
than five minutes after you have crossed the 
line everybody knows what you have done... 
even the details. You can have positive and 
negative things from that and I’m trying to find 
a way through the middle to keep my focus. 

Do you like that current framework of being 
a Pro athlete? Of having to tweet and keep 
people updated? 

I’m not tweeting every single day, just now and 
again like when we have a fantastic football 
match like we did at Barcelona! Most of the 
time it is just when we’re at the track and over 
a race weekend...nothing really personal. When 
I am away from racing I want to keep private, 
although I know sometimes it can be cool to 
let people know what is going on. 

You mentioned having respect between riders 
earlier. How would you gauge the relation¬ 
ships with others in the class? 

Hmm, it is connected to pressure. You arrive 


at a circuit and head straight to the box or the 
hospitality. Every single rider does that and 
you don’t pass each other much in the pad- 
dock. There is no time for talk. We are not 
friends but the respect is there because we are 
grown men, not kids anymore. We know how 
to manage the situation between people and 
how to be friendly. I would say it is a normal 
and friendly way with the other riders...nothing 
special. 

So on the football pitch you weren’t think 
about any late tackles? 

No, no! That’s not something I’d think about... 

What about being part of this team? As well 
as taking care of the rider they always seem 
to look after image and presentation... 

It’s really good and I’m really happy with our 
relationship with HRC. I think the team and 
the bike we have is on a top level. Everything 
is really similar to what we had last year...but 
with one more year of experience. We are a bit 
faster everywhere but the rest of the guys are 
going faster also. We have improved our posi¬ 
tion sometimes but it is not always easy. 





It seems the level of MotoGP is higher now 
than ever... 

Yes. I would say so. If you watch lap-times then 
not so much but if you watch the level of speed 
and everything then it is a small step higher 
than 2012. 

You, Sebastian Vettel, Ken Roczen...there is 
a little group in which Germany is excelling 
at the moment. How does it feel to be part of 
that elite group? 

It feels good because Germany has been wait¬ 
ing for a MotoGP rider for a long time. OK, we 
had Alex Hofmann but he was not that suc¬ 
cessful and we couldn’t expect that much from 
him. I feel proud if I am in that company. It 
is cool to be the only German in the highest 
series of motorcycle racing but I don’t want to 
be just part of it; I want to perform well. That’s 
my main focus. I’m not chilling out here as the 
main German. There is much more to do. 

Do you ride off-road at all? 

No, zero. It’s just too risky and I don’t see any 
reason. For sure I have one [motocross bike] at 
home but I don’t jump on it because most of 
the time when I’m on a bike I have to play and 
do some drifting or something! For me there 
was no advantage to getting on a motocross 
bike in terms of getting faster on a road rac¬ 
ing bike. It is good for training but there is no 
advantage for me. 

Has life altered much away from the bike? 

Not so much actually. When I was Moto2 
Champion the media gave me a lot of atten¬ 
tion. I would say it is the same level since I 
came to MotoGP. In Germany there is not so 
much interest in MotoGP because of the focus 
on four wheel. We are not lucky with that kind 
of situation...we also have a lot of car manu¬ 
facturers and there is more draw towards four 
wheel and Formula One. Twenty years ago I 
would say it was different but now the interest 
has gone to FI. Of course we have some atten¬ 
tion...but not enough. 


What about the challenge of taking MotoGP 
into wider consciousness? 

I have been trying this since I’ve been in the 
world championship to be honest. I’m doing 
my best but I think it will be really difficult 
while we have just one rider in MotoGP. If there 
were more of us going for good results then 
the attention from German TV would be higher. 
I am alone in MotoGP - and honestly speaking 
I am not fighting for the victory - we have two 
riders in Moto2 who are not going for the top 
five and, OK, we have Jonas Folger in Moto3 
who is quite successful but it is way-off being 
enough. 






150 HP (110 KW)/230 KG INCL. 23 LITRES OF FUEL 

C-ABS/TRACTION CONTROL WITH 4 MODES + OFF 

15,000 KM SERVICE INTERVALS 

COMPREHENSIVE TECHNOLOGY AND 
SAFETY PACKAGES 


YOU CAN FIND ALL THE FEATURES AT 
WWW.KTM.COM 
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Pack the limousine and head off on a relaxed trip. 

Accelerate the sports car dynamically out of the corners. 

Pilot the SUV along dirt tracks and across wild streams. 

For this you need three cars or just one motorcycle - the new 
KTM 1190 ADVENTURE! Fully specced with high-tech equipment 
for all your adventures-no matter where in the world! 

STANDARD EQUIPMENT: THE NEW 
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EXPANDING THE COMPASS... 

By Matthew Roberts 


I t may have been a gruelling trip for the riders, 
mechanics and officials who headed down to 
Argentina to spend their time off between the 
Dutch and German rounds of the MotoGP World 
Championship testing out the new facilities at 
Termas de Rio Hondo last week but more long 
haul flights and an increasingly packed schedule 
are all part of the future of the sport. 

With the European economy still treading wa¬ 
ter MotoGP simply has to become even more 
global and ride the wave of recovery in emerging 
territories such as South America and Asia. As 
with Formula 1 in recent years, the percentage 
of races on the ‘old continent’ is set to reduce in 
the coming years as circuits struggle for spon¬ 
sorship and government funding. 

After a positive PR visit to Buenos Aires fol¬ 
lowed by an encouraging test at the new track 
some 1200km away - which was reportedly at¬ 
tended by 20,000 fans, many of whom will have 
been watching MotoGP live for the first time - 
Dorna confirmed the Argentinean Grand Prix on 
the 2014 calendar last Friday following a fifteen- 
year hiatus for the event. Meanwhile plans are 
already being discussed regarding a return to 
Brazil in 2015 and a circuit is reportedly under 
construction in Thailand, whilst firm interest in 
holding an event remains in India and Indonesia. 

Economically and politically speaking Argentina 
has a notoriously volatile past but its economy 
remains the second largest in South America, 
whilst Indonesia’s central bank has estimated 
that gross domestic product will expand higher 
than expected in 2014 as its national currency 
continues to strengthen against the dollar. 

It is little wonder then that Dorna are chasing 
a piece of the action, particularly in countries 
where motorcycle culture is booming. 


Crafty paddock wheeler-dealers such as Fausto 
Gresini are tucked in the slipstream and with 
his long term relationship with Honda Italia 
under some strain the Italian team manager has 
already turned east. Gresini is currently running 
Thailand’s Ratthapark Wilairot and Indonesia’s 
Doni Tata Pradita in the Moto2 class, both spon¬ 
sored by oil giants in their respective countries 
- the state-owned PTT in the case of Wilairot 
and Federal Oil for Pradita - as well as Aus¬ 
tralia’s Bryan Staring on a CRT bike in MotoGP. 
Pradita’s compatriot Rafid Topan Sucipto, inci¬ 
dentally, is also running in the Moto2 class for a 
Qatari federation team that has strong Spanish 
links, whilst Malaysia’s Zulfhami Khairuddin is 
now an established Moto3 podium contender. 
More young talent should soon emerge from 
these territories, with the Honda-backed Asia 
Dream Cup now in its second season running 
concurrently with the Petronas Asia Road Rac¬ 
ing Championship and Dorna recently giving its 
backing to the newly-formed Shell Advance Asia 
Talent Cup. Also propped by Honda, the series 
will be made up of six races between 22 riders 
aged from fourteen to twenty years of age, hail¬ 
ing from countries such as Malaysia, Indonesia, 
Vietnam, Thailand, India, The Philippines, China 
and Japan, aboard Honda NSF250R race ma¬ 
chines. 

Alberto Puig will be partly responsible for pick¬ 
ing out the most talented kids to take part in 
the Red Bull Rookies Cup or Spanish Champi¬ 
onship, whilst Dorna plan to broadcast cover¬ 
age of the races on various international media 
platforms. The Asia Talent Cup will be based out 
of Sepang but will also feature in Qatar, Indo¬ 
nesia, China, Japan and India - either alone, or 
alongside MotoGP or WSBK events. Events, you 
would imagine, that will be taking place more 
and more frequently. 
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ALPINESTARS 

Since the Grand Prix of France Jeffrey Herlings 
and Jordi Tixier have been teasing fans with their 
showing of the 2014 Alpinestars range. Details 
have now been released of the Charger, Racer and 
Techstar outlooks and an example of each set can 
be found on these pages. The famous TechlO mo- 
tocross boot has also undergone a revision (great 
new colours). For more info visit the website, and 
the stuff is bound to be in easy reach in a bike 
shop or online very soon. 









ONE INDUSTRIES 

A quick glance around the Grand Prix paddock 
shows how numerous brands use their expen¬ 
sively assembled athlete crop to develop, preview 
and ‘billboard’ their latest wares. We here at OTOR 
have always been of the opinion that One Indus¬ 
tries have some of the smartest and most reli¬ 
able racewear going and it helps give the factory 
Honda World Motocross team that extra sheen of 
professional presentation. Here are a few cases 
of what you can get your hands on thanks to the 
official license 
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‘On-track Off-road’ is a free, bi-weekly publication for the screen focus¬ 
sed on bringing the latest perspectives on events, blogs and some of the 
very finest photography from the three worlds of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship, the AMA Motocross and Supercross series’ and MotoGP. 
’On-track Off-road’ will be published online at www.ontrackoffroad.com 
every other Tuesday. To receive an email notification that a new issue avai¬ 
lable with a brief description of each edition’s contents simply enter an 
address in the box provided on the homepage. All email addresses will be 
kept strictly confidential and only used for purposes connected with OTOR. 

Adam Wheeler Editor and FIM MXGP correspondent 
Ray Archer Photographer 
Steve Matthes AMA MX and SX correspondent 
Simon Cudby Photographer 

Matthew Roberts Television Presenter and MotoGP correspondent 
Gavin Emmett TV commentator/Presenter and MotoGP correspondent 

Nuria Garcia Cover Design 
Gabi Alvarez Web developer 

PHOTO CREDITS 

Ray Archer, Simon Cudby, Juan Pablo Acevedo, Leatt, Honda Pro Images, 

Milagro 

Cover shot: Stefan Bradl by Juan Pablo Acevedo 


This publication took a lot of time and effort to put together so please respect it! Nothing in 
this publication can be reproduced in whole or part without the written permission of the edi¬ 
torial team. For more information please visit www.ontrackoffroad.com and click ‘Contact us’. 





